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When Ed Aloe, president 
and CEO of CALCAP 

Advisors, was looking for a 
way his company could give 
back to the community, he 
thought of an organization 
close to his heart. 

Aloe, who started his Pas-
adena-based real estate in-
vestment company in 2008, 
and his wife, Noelle, have a 
16-year-old son, Dominic, 
with autism spectrum dis-
order. People on the spec-
trum struggle in social interactions, verbal 
and nonverbal communications and have 
repetitive behaviors. Autism can also be as-
sociated with intellectual disability, struggles 
with motor coordination, and attention and 
physical health issues.

The San Marino couple have searched the 
world for treatments to help not only their 
son but also the millions of others who live 
with autism. The CDC reports that more than 
3 million individuals in the U.S. are affected.

Aloe’s quest led him to a research lab 
headed by Dr. Robert Naviaux, professor of 
medicine, pediatrics and pathology at UC 
San Diego’s School of Medicine. “His efforts 
have produced exciting developments to-
ward a treatment for autism,” said Aloe. 

Naviaux’s website states: “Though there 
are no drugs approved for treating the core 
symptoms of autism spectrum disorder, Na-
viaux has found that a single intravenous 

dose of Suramin, a 100-year-
old drug developed to treat 
African sleeping sickness and 
river blindness, produced dra-
matic, but transient, improve-
ment.”

Naviaux’s lab is funded en-
tirely by philanthropic do-
nations. Any money raised 
furthers the lab’s ability to 
conduct larger, longer clinical 
trials to assess Suramin and 
similar drugs as treatments. 

In keeping with CALCAP 
Advisors’ mission of “enhancing the lives of 
residents and improving the neighborhoods 
where we invest,” Aloe started CALCAP Cares. 

His employees were more than eager to 
help. Still, Aloe didn’t expect them to reach 
into their own pockets. Instead, “we have 
created ‘GiveTime4Autism’ as the initial pro-
gram of CALCAP Cares, which lets employees 
donate unused vacation and sick days for a 
very worthy cause. 

“I’ve been grateful for the response,” said 
Aloe. “This year, we expect to raise about 
$25,000. By working together, we can build 
stronger communities.” 

For more information, email josie.fowler@
calcapadvisors.com. Information about Na-
viaux’s clinical trial work can be found at 
naviauxlab.ucsd.edu/science-item/autism-
research. 

— Karin Esterhammer

CALCAP Advisors Back Efforts 
to Develop Autism Treatment

Ed Aloe

The Pasadena-Foothills Association of 
Realtors recently presented the Pasadena 
Educational Foundation and Pasadena 
Education Network checks for their part-
nership in the Pasadena Unified School 
District Certification Program. The suc-
cessful program offered twice this year 

had full attendance. 
Program partners include PEF, PEN 

and Jennifer Miyake-Trapp (PUSD volun-
teer and assistant professor of education, 
Pepperdine University). The program was 
spearheaded by PFAR members Del Lile 
and Emilie Broughton.

PFAR Distributes Checks to 
Educational Organizations

Pasadena Educational Foundation director Patrick Conyers (second from left) and Pasadena 
Education Network director Nancy Rose Dufford (fourth from left) received donation checks 
from Pasadena-Foothills Association of Realtors’ Lisa Diaz (president). With them are Emilie 
Broughton (PFAR past president), Monica Lopez (marketing director, PEF) and Del Lile (PFAR 
member and PUSD volunteer). 
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